ILLINOIS  JUNIOR  COLLEGE  DISTRICT  525 
ORGANIZATION  AND  ANNEXATION  HISTORY 


Growing  from  the  history  of  Joliet  Junior  College,  originating 
in  1901,  the  residents  of  the  area  by  official  referendum  on  February  18, 
1967,  established  a Class  I community  college  district  encompassing 
twelve  high  school  districts  for  a total  of  1,030.48  square  miles. 

The  first  annexations  to  the  district  occurred  in  September,  1967, 
with  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  approving  the  petition  of 
residents  in  the  Plattville  area  to  annex  24.52  square  miles  of  territory 
to  Joliet  Junior  College. 

With  legislation  establishing  a deadline  for  all  territories  within 
the  State  of  Illinois  to  be  included  in  community  college  districts. 


additional  territory  annexed  during  1973.  The  legislation  allowed  high 
school  districts  to  request  annexation  to  a community  college  or  estab- 
lish one  of  their  own.  j Those  areas  taking  no  action  would  be  assigned  by 

the  Community  College  Board  but  were  allowed  by  "backdoor  referendum  to 

« 

vote  themselves  out  of  such  assignment.  Within  our  region,  Peotone, 
after  a local  referendum,  and  Odell  high  school  districts  petitioned  for 
annexation.  Similarly,  Lemont  Township  High  School  District  petitioned 
to  annex  that  portion  of  their  territory  lying  within  Cook  County  (that 


portion  within  DuPage  County  went  to  COD).  Dwight,  Pontiac,  and  Cornell 
districts  were  assigned  to  Joliet  Junior  College  by  the  College  Community 
Board  with  Pontiac  and  Cornell  later  voting  to  de-annex.  The  end  result 
as  shown  in  Chart  II,  added  387.97  square  miles  to  the  district. 
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Chart  I 


ORIGINAL  ORGANIZATIONAL  TERRITORIES 

ILLINOIS  JUNIOR  COLLEGE  DISTRICT  #525 
£ 

May,  1969 


DISTRICT  #525  SQUARE  AREA 

IN  SQUARE  MILES 

HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

NEWARK 

101  square  miles 

MORRIS 

108%  square  miles 

MAZON 

109.5  square  miles 

GARDNER 

53.5  square  miles 

COAL  CITY 

53.5  square  miles 

BRAIDWOOD 

44  square  miles 

WILMINGTON 

98.6  square  miles 

MINOOKA 

91.08  square  miles 

PLAINFIELD 

65  square  miles 

LOCKPORT 

99.6  square  miles 

JOLIET 

116  square  miles 

LINCOLNWAY 

90.2  square  miles 

1030.48  square  miles 


Chart  II 
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ANNEXATIONS  TO  JOLIET  JUNIOR  COLLEGE  DISTRICT  525 


31 

Platville  Annexation  (Sept.  14,  1967) 

24.52  square  miles 

Odell  High  School  District  160  (July,  1973) 

79.875  square  miles 

Dwight  High  School  District  232 

142.605  square  miles 

Peotone  High  School  District 

207U 

144.3  square  miles 

Cook  county  portion  of  Lemont 

Township  High  School  District  (November,  1973) 

21.2  square  miles 

412 . 49 


